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country, and especially the new method of slaughter without trial brought
about by the late Act of Attainder.1
EDWARD POWELL. Already in 1495, Powell, a Welshman, was a
Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. In 1501, he became Rector of Bleadon
(Somerset) and soon after a Prebend of Salisbury, and Vicar of St Mary,
Redclifie, Bristol, in the muniment room of which already lay, doubtless,
that "Canynge's Coffre " from which nearly three centuries later Chatterton
was to profess to abstract the alleged Rowley MSS. that were so greatly to
puzzle Horace Walpole and the other dilettanti of the day. These and
other " pluralities " Powell held in virtue of a licence from Leo X, but he
was no mere idle sinecurist. When Luther began to broach his novelties,
Powell came forth as a defender of Orthodoxy, and his Propugnaculum^ in
the form of a dialogue between himself and the heresiarch, won for its
author the title of " Chief and most brilliant gem " from the University of
Oxford. The " Gem " was one of the Counsel of the Queen at the trial, but
its abrupt adjournment gave him no opportunity of speaking. Speak he
did and with effect, when Mr Latimer " came to Bristol to popularize
the King's great cause." Dr Powell's sermons emphasized the unlawful-
ness of the proposed royal divorce, and also the fact that Kings and princes
are subject to the hierarchy in spirituals. The preacher was summoned
to London, but it was not until 1534 that he was thrown into Dorchester
Jail for contumacy, being shortly afterwards removed to the Tower where
he lay for six years when he was included in the Bill of Attainder and
martyred at Smithfield, together with the Rev* Thomas Abel and
Richard Fetherston, as recorded above.
RICHARD FETHERSTON or FETHERSTONHAUGH, to give him the
fullness of his grand Border name, was a D.D. of Cambridge, and Arch-
deacon of Brecknock. In 1525, he came to Court as teacher of Latin
Grammar to the Princess Mary, afterwards Queen. He voted <c for the
Queen's cause," /.*., against the divorce, in the Convocation of 1529.
Dr Gairdner thinks that Dr Fetherston may have been the confidential
agent, who, in 1534, conveyed to Chapuys, the Imperial Ambassador,
the message from the Princess Mary that the King, her father, was actually
seeking to put her to death! Fetherston's loyalty to Queen Catharine and
her daughter soon brought him into the White Tower, where after six
years, his rejection of the royal supremacy involved him in the Attainder
of 1540, and so joined his name with those of Blessed Thomas Abel,
and Edward Powell in martyrdom.
1 De Marilkc may have been the witty Frenchman who was present at Smithfield during
these tragic occurrences, and who remarked that they had a strange way of managing things
in England, for those who were for the Pope were hanged, and those who were against him,
burned! Harwood Hill: Chronicle of the Christian Ages, vol. ii.